Repair of corticospinal axons by transplantation of olfactory ensheathing cells.
This paper examines the possibility of repairing cut central connections by transplantation of glial cells which modify the glial pathways and take advantage of the inherent growth capacity in adult neurons. We found that transplants of cultured olfactory ensheathing cells into lesions of the adult rat corticospinal tract induced long growth of cut axons across the lesion. Acquisition of a directed forepaw reaching function was restored on the operated side.